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Can love cross ethnic and professional boundaries? She's a respected college professor, he's a
student and fifteen years separate them in age. She sheds the tears of love three times; once for
the incredible passion between them, once for the proposal he finally extends, and the third time
for... Well, that would spoil it. You'll have to read this dark, twisted short story with an unexpected
ending to find out.
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his unlined face as he sleeps. It is a beautiful face, sculpted by the creative hands of vitality,
humor and gentility. His eyes are closed but I can still see the royal blue of them, the clarity and
sparkle in them. His hair is loose and fluffy, cut short so that you can appreciate the handsome
shape of his head. And his lips are slightly parted; a sliver of white teeth catches the weak light.
As I watch, I cry.Three times I have cried tonight, all different in comparison but only two did I
understand. I doubt he would know the answer to this third time any more than I although he
would comfort me in his quiet, warm way. This slow, soft flow of tears came with his slumber; and
it is the spring of love and the river of doubt mixing together to run down my cheeks.Our meeting
came slowly, stumbling along as if taking baby steps, hands raised in the air for balance, back
arched, feet moving in short, choppy steps. It was a meeting normally avoided, professor and
student, frowned upon, whispered about; but it came nonetheless. It came from the shadows
where the forbidden tempts. It came to me in whispered melodies, sirens from the air, the smell
of ripe fruits on the evening breeze.I watched him from my rostrum, his piercing eyes caressing
me, walking with me, turning pages with me, looking into me. On rare occasions I would call
upon him and his gentle baritone voice would kiss my neck while his face would register surprise
that I noticed him among all the others. I did. I watched him walk into the lecture hall, his tall
figure striding confidently, sliding between the rows, a smile on his face. I watched him walk and
admired the neatness of his buttocks, the broadness of his shoulders. His was a swimmer’s
body, muscular and lithe.I am senior to his twenty-one years by fifteen, not nearly as wide a gap
now as it was when he was born; and it is a gap that narrows with age until, at eighty-five and
seventy, who really cares? Position counted now, though, status, teacher and pupil, not age.
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Longknife, “Disapointed at first knowing the author but the story got much better.. Disappointed
in the first love scene but the second was much more to my liking and what I expected of the
author. I was surprised at the ending, you never really know your lover till you sleep with them.
Very interesting short love story.”

The book by P. J. Gerrard-Gough has a rating of  5 out of 4.0. 2 people have provided feedback.
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